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CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 1225, 2904, 2905, 
3125 of this title; title 25 sections 1709, 1745; title 26 sec-
tion 9504; title 46 section 13101. 

§ 777. Federal-State relationships 

(a) Cooperation between Federal Government 
and State fish and game departments; ex-
penditure of funds 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized and 
directed to cooperate with the States through 
their respective State fish and game depart-
ments in fish restoration and management 
projects as hereinafter set forth: No money ap-
portioned under this chapter to any State, ex-
cept as hereinafter provided, shall be expended 
therein until its legislature, or other State 
agency authorized by the State constitution to 
make laws governing the conservation of fish, 
shall have assented to the provisions of this 
chapter and shall have passed laws for the con-
servation of fish, which shall include a prohibi-
tion against the diversion of license fees paid by 
fishermen for any other purpose than the admin-
istration of said State fish and game depart-
ment, except that, until the final adjournment 
of the first regular session of the legislature 
held after passage of this chapter, the assent of 
the governor of the State shall be sufficient. The 
Secretary of the Interior and the State fish and 
game department of each State accepting the 
benefits of this chapter shall agree upon the fish 
restoration and management projects to be 
aided in such State under the terms of this chap-
ter, and all projects shall conform to the stand-
ards fixed by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(b) Allocation of amounts by coastal States be-
tween marine fish projects and freshwater 
fish projects 

(1) In general 

Subject to paragraph (2), each coastal State, 
to the extent practicable, shall equitably allo-
cate amounts apportioned to such State under 
this chapter between marine fish projects and 
freshwater fish projects in the same propor-
tion as the estimated number of resident ma-
rine anglers and the estimated number of resi-
dent freshwater anglers, respectively, bear to 
the estimated number of all resident anglers 
in that State. 

(2) Preservation of freshwater project alloca-
tion at 1988 level 

(A) Subject to subparagraph (B), the amount 
allocated by a State pursuant to this sub-
section to freshwater fish projects for each fis-
cal year shall not be less than the amount al-
located by such State to such projects for fis-
cal year 1988. 

(B) Subparagraph (A) shall not apply to a 
State with respect to any fiscal year for which 
the amount apportioned to the State under 
this chapter is less than the amount appor-
tioned to the State under this chapter for fis-
cal year 1988. 

(3) ‘‘Coastal State’’ defined 

As used in this subsection, the term ‘‘coastal 
State’’ means any one of the States of Ala-
bama, Alaska, California, Connecticut, Dela-

ware, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Louisiana, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Caro-
lina, Texas, Virginia, and Washington. The 
term also includes the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, 
Guam, American Samoa, and the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

(Aug. 9, 1950, ch. 658, § 1, 64 Stat. 430; Pub. L. 
98–369, div. A, title X, § 1014(a)(1), July 18, 1984, 98 
Stat. 1015; Pub. L. 99–514, § 2, Oct. 22, 1986, 100 
Stat. 2095; Pub. L. 100–448, § 6(c)(1), Sept. 28, 1988, 
102 Stat. 1840.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–448 substituted ‘‘Alloca-
tion of amounts by coastal States between marine fish 
projects and freshwater fish projects’’ for ‘‘Allocation 
of funds by coastal States; formula; ‘coastal State’ de-
fined’’ in heading and amended text generally. Prior to 
amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘Each coastal State, 
to the extent practicable, shall equitably allocate the 
following sums between marine fish projects and fresh-
water fish projects in the same proportion as the esti-
mated number of resident marine anglers and the esti-
mated number of resident freshwater anglers, respec-
tively, bear to the estimated number of all resident an-
glers in that State: 

‘‘(1) The additional sums apportioned to such State 
under this chapter as a result of the taxes imposed by 
the amendments made by section 1015 of the Tax Re-
form Act of 1984 on items not taxed under section 
4161(a) of title 26 before October 1, 1984. 

‘‘(2) The sums apportioned to such State under this 
chapter that are not attributable to any tax imposed 
by such section 4161(a). 

As used in this subsection, the term ‘coastal State’ 
means any one of the States of Alabama, Alaska, Cali-
fornia, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Ha-
waii, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mis-
sissippi, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Texas, 
Virginia, and Washington. The term also includes the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the United States Vir-
gin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the Common-
wealth of the Northern Marianas.’’ 

1986—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 99–514 substituted ‘‘Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986’’ for ‘‘Internal Revenue Code 
of 1954’’, which for purposes of codification was trans-
lated as ‘‘title 26’’ thus requiring no change in text. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–369 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Section 6(e) of Pub. L. 100–448 provided that: ‘‘This 
section [enacting section 777l of this title, amending 
this section, sections 9503 and 9504 of Title 26, Internal 
Revenue Code, and sections 13102 and 13106 of Title 46, 
Shipping, enacting provisions set out as a note under 
section 13101 of Title 46, and repealing provisions set 
out as a note under section 13103 of Title 46] shall take 
effect October 1, 1988.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Section 1014(b) of Pub. L. 98–369 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by subsection (a) [amending this 
section and sections 777b, 777c to 777e, 777g, and 777k of 
this title] shall take effect on October 1, 1984, and shall 
apply with respect to fiscal years beginning after Sep-
tember 30, 1984.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 13 of act Aug. 9, 1950, provided that: ‘‘The ef-
fective date of this Act [enacting this chapter] shall be 
July 1, 1950.’’ 
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